Smiles

Kyle Cobb

1 park, roll up the windows, and hop out of my car; I grab two bags of Nike restricted
flight range balls and make my way down the hill towards the driving range.

“Kyle!” Cameron and Drew shout simultaneously while scampering up the hill to give
me a hug; it’s golf time.

The next two hours are full of laughter, smiles, jokes, good shots, whiffs, bug bites,
stares, divots, craters, a million questions, and one answer.

“Concentrate.” I always say. “If you concentrate, you’ll succeed.”

Cameron and Drew are two of the most honest and friendly people I’ve ever met -- they
are different; they face challenges that most people will never have to endure. They are mentally
handicapped teenagers. The one thing they will never ask for is special treatment; they don’t
need it. These are two exceptionally self-motivated people; they HATE failure and work harder
than all of my previous golf “students” to succeed.

The Leon County Special Olympics delegate approached me early this year; she asked
me about working with two teenagers to prepare them for the Big Bend Area Games. I accepted
her offer and practices soon followed; I approached the first couple of sessions gingerly, not
knbwing exactly what to expect from Cameron and Drew. Little did I know that they would

improve so quickly and become two of my most loyal friends.



Cameron and Drew exceeded everyone’s expectations at the Area Games, winning both
of their divisions. They were the first two contestants to represent Leon County in the State
Games; I have dubbed them Lewis and Clark and would like to consider myself their guide.

I have learned many things from Cameron and Drew; never give up, enjoy life while
you’ve got 1t, popping balloons is always fun — but only at Shoneys, never let anyone tell you
something can’t be done, support others, trust others, take the time to know others, be happy,
smile, love — because life’s too short for hate, and most importantly — always be there for the
ones you care about.

I am glad that I was able to share the joy of golf with Cameron and Drew. The true
essence of our relationship isn’t in the way I taught them golf; it can be found in the influence
these two wonderful friends have had on my life. Never, will I forget the smiles of Cameron and

Drew.

Summer 2008: Kyle is now a student at UCF, attending on a
Golf Scholarship. We met Kyle when he was a Junior in High
School, but Leon County Special Olympics will never forget our
first golf coach who trained us to Area Games, then on to
Florida Special Olympics State Games in Clermont, FL.




